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CLASSIC STUDIES IN PSYCHOLOGY

The Effect of Extrinsic Reward on Creativity

      A good example of an ___________________ is a classic study by Dr. Teresa Amabile who has studied creativity in children and adults.  Amabile (1982) ____________ly selected a group of girls from a local public school. The girls ranged in age from 7 to 11. Dr. Amabile _____________ly divided the girls into two groups, an _________________ group and a ________________ group.  She arranged to have an “art party” at the school after regular class hours and set up an empty classroom as her “laboratory.”  In this classroom she placed materials the girls would need to make collages: poster board, paste, and numerous shapes of colored construction paper.

     Amabile’s __________________ was that the girls who created art for an extrinsic (external) reward such as toys, would be significantly less creative than the girls who created art for its own sake (internal or intrinsic motivation).  On the day of their art party, Amabile told the girls in the ______________________ group that the best three collages would win prizes.  On the day of the art party for the _________________ group, the experimenter told the girls in that group that there would be prizes but that winners would be chosen by drawing names from a hat. Both groups had the same materials, the same amount of time and were shown the same prizes, but the instructions regarding the prizes differed. These different sets of instructions, the _____________ that the experimenter ________________ed, constituted the _______________ variable for this experiment.  After the art parties, Amabile had several local artists, art critics and art teachers judge the children’s work for creativity.  The ratings for each piece of work were averaged. The average” creativity score” was the ________________ variable.
     Amabile’s ______________________ was supported by the results.  The judges’ scores for the ___________________ group (who believed they were competing for prizes) were significantly lower than the scores for the _________________ group (Amabile, 1982).  Amabile concluded that creativity is indeed decreased when reward is present in the form of prizes or money, as studies with adults have shown.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. What are some factors which may have affected the results of Dr. Amabile’s experiment and how might she have controlled for them?

2. How might the particular school from which Dr. Amabile selected her participants have been an interfering factor in the experiment?

3. What other activities of children may be subject to this “reverse reward” effect and how can parents and teachers guard against it? 
